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competent lawyers and entertain any sort of society
that may be congenial to themselves. It is of
course not necessary to mention names in this con-
nection. This odd state of things is due to our
decaying but still surviving code of Christian morals
and to the Teutonic barbarism to which I have
before referred and which regards women from a
singularly crude point of view. Mr Shaw pointed
out long ago that all women are not necessarily
domestic just as all men are not necessarily military.
In ancient Greece, in modern France, and in modern
Japan the prostitute is not necessarily more de-
graded than members of the other professions. As
Mr Havelock Ellis writes :

" In some respects the position of the Greek
hetaim was more analogous to that of the Japanese
geisha than to that of the prostitute in the strict
sense. For the Greeks, indeed, the hetaira was not
strictly a porne or prostitute at alL The name
means friend or companion, and the woman to
whom the name was applied held an honourable
position which could not be accorded to the mere
prostitute. Athenaeus (Bk. XIII., Chs. ^xxviii.-
xxx.) brings together passages showing that the
hetaira could be regarded as an independent citizen,
pure, simple, and virtuous, altogether distinct from
the common crew of prostitutes, though these might
ape her name. The Hetairce 4 were almost the only
Greek women/ says Donaldson (Woman, p. 59),
4 who exhibited what was best and noblest in
woman's nature.' This fact renders it more in-
telligible why a woman of such intellectual dis-
tinction as Aspasia should have been a hetaira.